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MINUTES 

I. Welcome and Call to Order. 

The sixth Annual Meeting of the International Trombone Association was called to order at 4:30 p.m., June 1, 1977 at 
George Peabody College, Nashville, Tennessee by President Buddy Baker.  

II. Approval of Minutes. 

The minutes of the fifth Annual Meeting were accepted as printed in the Newsletter, Volume 4, Number 1. 

III. Treasurer's Report. 

The Treasurer's Report was presented by President Baker in the absence of Treasurer Tom Streeter.  

IV. Committee Reports. 

1. Composition Contest Committee (Neill Humfeld). Chair, Neill  Humfeld of the Composition Contest Committee, gave 
a brief history of the contest, and explained some of the mechanics. He expressed disappointment in the number of entries 
for this year, 14, and attributed the lack of response to a breakdown in advertising. Some ideas which were advanced to 
help the contest were: contest for a brass quintet instead of a trombone ensemble; a joint contest sponsored by other brass 
groups; contest for a work by a low brass choir; skipping a year and giving more lead time to attract name composers; 
decide more than one year in advance what could be done; contest for a piece for tenor and bass trombone with piano; and 
the idea of giving enough lead time so the piece could be premiered at the next International Brass Congress. 

2. ITA Publication Series. (Irv Wagner). Chair, Irvin Wagner of the ITA Series Committee circulated ITA Series 
applications and explained how the Series and the Committee considers each submission. There are now seven 
publications, including the latest, La Bavara. Chair Wagner urged each member to purchase all the music in the Series and 
encourage other trombonists, teachers, and libraries to purchase these materials as well. It was pointed out that there have 
been some problems with sales, and that the publisher only needs to sell something over 100 copies to break even. Bob 
Tennyson, editor of the Sonata a'7 by Schmelzer, spoke about the work and some of the problems encountered in the 
edition. 

3. Literature Committee (Vern Kagarice). Chair, Vern Kagarice, of the Literature Committee announced plans to develop 
a high school contest solo list, endorsed by ITA with pedagogically oriented annotations. Later plans include a similar list 
for junior high and college level. The members of the Literature Committee are Bob Tennyson, Irv Wagner, Leon Brown, 
Karl Hinterbichler and Milt Stevens. President Baker suggested that the Committee include a worksheet with its proposal. 

4. Commissioning Committee (William Cramer). Chair, William Cramer, of the Commissioning Committee, gave a brief 
history of the previous ITA commissions. He pointed out that all but one of the commissions are now published. ITA has 
decided to wait until more funds can be accumulated to commission well-known composer to do a major work for 
trombone in the future. Next year's commission will be done by Henry Brant. It will be a work for eighty trombones. It will 
incorporate spatial concepts with eight choirs of ten trombones. Six alto and two contrabass trombones will be needed. 
There will be several rehearsals and a good quality recording of the performance is planned. The 1997 commission, the 
Concertino for Trombone and Band  by Gordon Jacob, was premiered at the ITW with Henry Charles Smith as soloist and 
with Dr. William Cramer conducting. Dr. Cramer also hand copied all parts from Jacob's score.  There are no specific 
commissions for 1979. 

5. Membership Committee (John Upchurch). Chair John Upchurch of  the newly formed Membership Committee spoke 
on some plans for expanding the membership of ITA. 



 

6. Scholarly Research and Bibliography Committee (Glenn Smith). Chair Glenn Smith of the Scholarly Research and 
Bibliography Committee encouraged members to send materials to Larry Weed, Editor of the Journal for possible 
publication. 

7. Scholarship Committee (Vernon Forbes). Chair Vernon Forbes of the newly formed Scholarship Committee, spoke of 
the importance of the awards. He advanced the idea that the ITA Scholarship could possibly be given to a workshop of the 
recipient's choice. He also pointed out that individuals could give to the funds, either to the Frank Smith Scholarship, or to 
the ITA Scholarship. Special thanks was given to Mary Smith, who has endowed the Frank Smith Scholarship. 

V. ITA Award. 

The 1997 ITA Award was presented to John Coffey and was accepted for him by Tom Everett.  

VI. New Business. 

President Baker expressed appreciation to Henry Romersa and Zeke Nikar for the superb organization of the ITW. 
President Baker then welcomed both new and old members and asked for suggestions to be sent to him on any aspect of 
improving the operations of ITA. Officers and Editors were introduced. 

Newsletter Editor, G.B. lane, expressed gratitude to all the members who have helped keep the Newsletter viable and up-
to-date. Special thanks was given to Tom Everett who submits a great deal of information and is responsible for much for 
the timeliness of the Newsletter. Special mention was made of all the Assistant Editors who have worked so hard to make 
the information in the Newsletter of real interest to the membership. 

Journal Editor, Larry Weed, apologized for the lateness of the 1977 Journal and explained that it was due to production 
problems. He asked for help in the translation of articles from members in other countries. He explained that the problems 
of mailings are being dealt with. 

President Baker announce that a list of the holdings of the ITA Source Library has been completed and read a letter from 
the library at the University of Maryland explaining that they would be willing to accept the responsibility of handling the 
ITA Source Library. A final decision on the disposition of the library will be forthcoming. 

VI. Adjournment. The meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
G.B. Lane, Secretary 
International Trombone Association 

These Minutes are published in the Newsletter,  
Volume V, Number 1, September 1, 1977, page 3  
Retyped on 7/25/98 by Marta Hofacre 


