
 

 

International Trombone Association 
GENERAL MEETING 

Sunday, May 26, 2002, 5:30 p.m. 
31st International Trombone Festival 

University of North Texas, Denton, TX 
 

MINUTES 
 
I. Welcome and Call to Order 
 

President Drew introduced ITA Officers, members of the Board of Advisors and Past Presidents 
who were in attendance. 

 
II. Approval of Minutes 
 

The Minutes from the 2001 ITA General Meeting were approved unanimously by the membership 
(Cox/Thompson). 

 
III. Executive Director’s Report 
 

Executive Director, Steven Greenall informed the ITA Membership that through Constitutional 
changes approved at the last General Meeting, the position of Executive Director had been created.  
For the first time, an annual report has been prepared for 2001 which contains all the major 
activities of the ITA such as awards presented, a synopsis of the ITF, a financial report, etc.  This 
annual report will be made available to the membership via the ITA website.   
 
Greenall announced plans for a coupon book of discounts and special offers for the ITA 
membership which should be mailed in the next few weeks, a “members only” section for the 
website where members can update and maintain their information files, a new form mail option 
for member input, and other perks of ITA membership. 
 
The ITF’01 was an enormous success both artistically and financially and placed the ITA in a very 
comfortable profit position.  All financial information is available on line. 
 
In closing, Greenall announced the dates and locations for ITF’03 (Lahti, Finland, August 5 – 9) 
and ITF’04 (Ithaca, NY, with tentative dates of June 8 – 12).  The ITA is soliciting proposals for 
locations of ITFs’05 and ’06. 
 
1. Local Chapters Coordinator Report (Brian Brink).   Coordinator Brink reported very little 

change in the status of the ITA local chapters situation.  One new local chapter was formed at 
Florida State University.  Supporting materials, which include procedural guides, 
applications, roster forms, and  
suggested activities, were mailed in response to six inquiries.  Brink noted that  
interest increased after an announcement appeared in an ITA Journal.  He suggested that this 
announcement be ongoing, that the ITA consider incentives for local chapter formation, and 
that each member of the ITA Board start a local chapter.  He assured the membership that 
continued efforts would be made to revitalize existing and to generate new local chapters. 

 
2. Membership Development Coordinator Report (Robert Blane).   Coordinator Blane has 

implemented ideas formulated at ITF’01.  Twenty-six regional representatives have been 
appointed which can reach approximately 54 per cent of the membership.  Now, local 
representatives can be appointed to establish even closer personal contact with prospective 
ITA members.  He has experimented with the states of Florida and Wisconsin by offering 
honorary memberships and complimentary copies of the Journal to high school all state 
trombonists as incentives to join.  He will tabulate data on the rate of return as soon as 
possible and is hopeful for a 10 to 20 per cent rate.  Ideas for local representatives would be 



 

 

attendance at all state events and contests to contact trombonists, public awards of honorary 
memberships, and sponsorships of breakfasts for prospective members.  He estimates costs 
per state as just over $100 to cover printing, mailing, and breakfast costs.  Blane briefly 
discussed the progress on instant renewal.  Regrettably, it is not yet implemented because of 
low response but he will continue to pursue this angle. 

 
IV. Treasurer’s Report 
 

ITA Treasurer, Edwin Myrick, reported that the ITA is striving to improve the communication of 
the association’s financial business information to the general membership.  He informed the 
membership that the ITA Board has now incorporated the ITFs separately for asset protection of 
the main body of the association.  He assured the membership that the ITA is in good shape 
financially and that recent changes will help maintain and safeguard this position. 

 
V. Committee Reports 
 

1. Commissions Committee  (Woody Williams).   Chair Williams reported that 
the only activity of the  Commissions Committee during the past year was the investigation of 
the possibility of ITA participation in a commission already planned by the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic.  This will be a solo for trombone and orchestra by composer Augusta Reed 
Thomas.  Because of financial restraints and commitments for the year, the ITA Board was 
unable to approve the participation.  The Committee will begin work on three commissions 
recommended to the committee by the Board and the general membership that will be 
accessible to trombonists of a wide range of playing experience. 

2. Composition Competition Committee (Jiggs Whigham for David Gier).   
The ITA Composition Competition Committee successfully concluded the 2002 contest by 
selecting as the winning composition Three Studies for Trumpet, Trombone and Piano by 
Orianna Webb.  Active committee members were David Loucky, Michael Svoboda, and Chair 
Gier.  As stipulated in the contest guidelines, Ms. Webb was put in contact with the ITA Press 
and her work was forwarded to Tony Baker for possible inclusion in the performance 
schedule of the ITF’02.  Unfortunately, the composition was received too late for 
arrangements to be made, so a performance will be organized for the ITF’03.  Chair Gier and 
the committee felt that the contest was moderately successful.  The selected work is of high 
quality, but overall, the number and quality of submissions was disappointing, and all aspects 
of the contest should be reviewed as preparations begin for the next.   
 

3. Nominations and Elections Committee (Tom Plsek).  The Nominations and Elections 
Committee began its work to identify a slate of officers and Board of Advisors nominees at 
the ITF’01 in Nashville.  Throughout the fall, the candidate list was created and refined with 
much input, especially from Executive Committee members.  Chair Plsek and Tom Everett 
then edited biographies and put together the final ballot, which was mailed to all ITA 
members in March of 2002.  Results were tabulated shortly after the deadline of May 1, 2002.  
Final figures were sent to Vern Kagarice, Steven Greenall and John Drew.  The committee is 
currently discussing the type ballot that will be used in future which could be a return to the 
paper ballot mailed in an edition of the Journal or a completely electronic election.    

 
4. Pedagogy Committee (Maureen Horgan).  Chair Horgan reported that, for  

various reasons, the Pedagogy Committee was inactive during the past year.  She did call the 
attention of the membership to the pedagogical presentations of the ITF’02 and announced a 
plan for a pedagogy corner on the ITA website and more pedagogy articles for inclusion in 
the Journal.   

 
5. Publications and Literature Committee (Mark Thompson for Bill Stanley). 

The members of the Publications and Literature Committee were listed as Chair Bill Stanley, 
Nathaniel Brickens, Joel Elias, Allan Kaplan, and Mark Thompson.  The primary function of 
this committee has been to receive and consider compositions for publication by the ITA 



 

 

Press.  The current catalog contains over 30 original compositions with significant alto, tenor 
or bass trombone parts.  These include unaccompanied solos and works for trombone and 
piano, trombone in chamber settings and for various sized trombone ensembles.  During the 
past year, the committee considered only three new 
submissions.  This number is down considerably from previous years.  Future activities of the 
committee will include continuation in the current manner for reviewing submitted materials 
and placing solicitation for submissions at high priority.  The continuing project of the book, 
Solos for the Student Trombonist, Second Edition, will be published by BIM bringing the 
project to completion. 
 

6. Research Committee (Jim Roberts).  The Research Committee managed the presentation of 
research papers at the ITF’02.  Two proposals were received, one of which was deemed 
topically inappropriate.  The proposal of Dr. Andrew Glendenning was chosen by the 
committee for presentation.  The committee felt that the quality of this presentation was in 
line with the high level they intend to promote.  Chair Roberts felt that the role of this 
committee is very valuable to the association and that the current model of cooperation 
between the ITF Director and the committee is efficient and acceptable.  While the committee 
may have not yet been successfully in stimulating interest in trombone-related research (if the 
number of proposals submitted is used as a partial indicator), it however does emphasize that 
attendance at the ITF research presentations has been very good.  With that response, the 
committee is very pleased.  The presentations from ITF’01 have subsequently been published 
in ITA Journals.  Roberts would welcome input from Journal Editor, Vern Kagarice, 
regarding his perception of reader interest in these articles.  In closing, Roberts asked that the 
membership of the committee be increased in number to facilitate communication and actions 
that require a quorum.  He will recommend candidates and asked that anyone from the general 
ITA membership interested in becoming a member of the Research Committee contact him as 
soon as possible. 

 
7. ITF Artistic Planning Committee (Vern Kagarice).  Chair Kagarice asked 

the ITA membership to consider the week of ITF’02 as the report of the ITF Artistic Planning 
Committee. 

 
VI. Old Business 
  
 There was no old business. 
 
VII. New Business 
 

President Drew read a short communication from Past President and ITA Founder, Tom Everett 
which expressed his amazement at the association’s growth and progress since it’s inception in 
1971, his appreciation of the hard work of so many in this process and his excitement about the 
current leadership and direction of the ITA. 

 
The ITA Board proposed the following constitutional changes to the general membership.  
Following explanation and discussion, the membership moved, seconded the motion, and 
unanimously approved the changes. 
 
ARTICLE V – GOVERNMENT 
Old wording: 

Section 2. ITA BOARD. The ITA Board has ultimate responsibility for all the activities 
of the Association. The ITA Board, Chaired by the President, shall consist of all members from 
the Executive Committee, Board of Advisors and Council of Past Presidents. 
 The ITA Board determines the Mission and Vision of the Association, approves ITF site 
selection as recommended by the Executive Committee and approves the appointment of the 
Executive Director as recommended by the Executive Committee. 
Proposed new wording: 



 

 

Section 2. ITA BOARD. The ITA Board has ultimate responsibility for all the activities 
of the Association. The ITA Board, Chaired by the President, shall consist of the six officers and 
two representatives appointed by the President from Board of Advisors and Council of Past 
Presidents. 
 The ITA Board responsibilities shall include: 

§ Implementation of the ITA Mission and Vision (assisted by the  
 Executive Director and his/her staff), 

§ Festival site selection, 
§ Appointment of and overseeing the work of the Executive Director  and 

his/her staff, 
§ Approval of other ITA Staff positions as appropriate, and  
§ Review and approval of the annual ITA Budget as prepared by the  

 Executive Director. 
Old wording: 

Section 3. BOARD OF ADVISORS. The Board of Advisors shall consist of not fewer 
than twelve (12) or more than eighteen (18) additional members elected by the membership. The 
terms of these 12 to 18 "additional" members will last four (4) years, and each member may be 
reelected. The Board of Advisors is a part of the ITA Board and each member of the Board of 
Advisors retains full voting rights on the ITA Board. 
Proposed new wording: 

Section 3. BOARD OF ADVISORS. The Board of Advisors shall consist of not fewer 
than twelve (12) or more than eighteen (18) additional members elected by the membership. The 
terms of these 12 to 18 "additional" members will last four (4) years, and each member may be 
reelected.  The Board of Advisors will advise the ITA Board on any issues arising in pursuit of its 
vision and mission. 
Old wording: 

Section 4. COUNCIL OF PAST PRESIDENTS. All Past Presidents of the  
Association shall automatically become members of the Council of Past  
Presidents after their term as ITA President end. The Council is chaired by the Immediate Past 
President and is a part of the ITA Board. Each member of the Council of Past Presidents retains 
full voting rights on the ITA Board. 
Proposed new wording: 

Section 4. COUNCIL OF PAST PRESIDENTS. All Past Presidents of the Association 
shall automatically become members of the Council of Past Presidents after their term as ITA 
President end. However, any Past President may retire from the Council at any time and thus not 
participate in or cast a vote on any ITA business, by submitting this retirement request in writing 
to the ITA Board.  The Council is chaired by the Immediate Past President.  
Old wording: 

Section 9. LEGISLATIVE POWERS. The legislative power of the Association shall be 
in the membership, the officers, and the Board of Advisors. 
Proposed new wording: 

Section 9. LEGISLATIVE POWERS. The legislative power of the Association shall be 
in the membership and the ITA Board. 
ARTICLE VI -- MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES 
Old wording: 

Section 3. OTHER MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES. Other meetings and activities 
needed to further promote the purposes of ITA may be called or initiated by the President with the 
approval of the ITA Board. The officers will meet at least once a year.  
Proposed new wording: 

Section 3. OTHER MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES. Other meetings and activities 
needed to further promote the purposes of ITA may be called or initiated by the President with the 
approval of the ITA Board. The ITA Board will meet at least once a year.  
 
ARTICLE VII – FUNDS 
Old wording: 



 

 

Section 2. DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS.  Funds of the Association shall be disbursed 
by the Executive Director in accordance with an annual budget approved by the Executive 
Committee in consultation with the ITA Board.  
Proposed new wording: 

Section 2. DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS.  Funds of the Association shall be disbursed 
by the Executive Director in accordance with an annual budget approved by the ITA Board. 
 
ARTICLE X – AMENDMENTS 
Old wording: 
 Proposed revisions to the Articles of this Constitution shall be presented to (1) the 
President, (2) the Executive Committee, (3) the ITA Board, and (4) the  
membership by mail ballot, fax, or e-mail or at the ITA General Meeting. 
Proposed new wording: 
 Proposed revisions to the Articles of this Constitution shall be presented to (1) the 
President, (2) the ITA Board, and (3) the membership by mail ballot, fax, or e -mail or at the ITA 
General Meeting. 
 
ARTICLE V – GOVERNMENT 
Old wording: 

Section 7. STANDING COMMITTEES. The standing committees of the Association 
shall be: the Standing Committee on Commissions, the Standing Committee on the Composition 
Competition, the Standing Committee on Nominations and Elections, the Standing Committee on 
Pedagogy, the Standing Committee on Publications and Literature, the Standing Committee on 
Research, and the Standing Committee on the ITF Artistic Planning. The President with the 
approval of the ITA Board shall appoint Chairpersons of standing committees. 
Proposed new wording: 

Section 7. STANDING COMMITTEES. The standing committees of the Association 
shall be: the Standing Committee on Commissions, the Standing Committee on the Composition 
Competition, the Standing Committee on Finance, the Standing Committee on Nominations and 
Elections, the Standing Committee on Pedagogy, the Standing Committee on Publications and 
Literature, the Standing Committee on Research, and the Standing Committee on the ITF Artistic 
Planning. The President with the approval of the ITA Board shall appoint Chairpersons of 
standing committees. 

 
Russ Widener spoke to the membership briefly about the benefits of “Internet II” including video 
conferencing in real time and its remarkable speed.  He offered to assist interested members. 

 
Valtteri Malmivirta (2003 ITF Director) officially invited all ITA members to the ITF’03 to be 
held in Lahti, Finland, August 5-9.  Lahti is near Helsinki and excellent transportation exists.  The 
flight from the U.S. should only take about 7.5 hours.  He emphasized the beauty of Finland and 
the friendliness English speaking members would feel, as most Finns are fluent in both languages.  
The Festival will emphasize contrasts, new music, Eastern European performers, music by 
Scandinavian composers, etc.  He welcomed ideas from all and reminded the membership that Irv 
Wagner is organizing group travel for the Festival from the U.S. 

 
VIII. Presidential Remarks 
  
 President Drew expressed his appreciation to the officers, Board, and membership  of the 
ITA for their support during his presidency.  He enjoyed the feeling of 
 brotherhood of the organization and emphasized that he was unable to express the  

amount of sacrifice many made to insure the continued success of the ITA.  He assured the 
membership that it could not have chosen a better successor for him than Nathaniel Brickens at 
which time, Immediate Past President Drew turned the gavel over to New ITA President Brickens. 
 
President Brickens thanked the membership for electing him and promised to do his best for the 
association.  He reminisced about his first ITF (1973), which he attended with his teacher, Paul 



 

 

Adams.  He was inspired then, by the likes of William Cramer, Buddy Baker, Irv Wagner, John 
Marcellus, Bill Watrous and many others and, in truth, became “hooked” on the ITA. 
 
While he assured the membership that he has many ideas to advance and improve the association, 
he does want input. 
 
As his first official act as ITA President, Brickens applauded the changes and improvements 
proposed and implemented the past two years and presented Immediate Past President Drew a 
plaque honoring him for his service to the ITA as President from 2000 to 2002. 
 

IX. Adjournment 
 
 Adjournment of the meeting was moved, seconded, and approved   
 unanimously by the membership (Magliocco/Wagner).  The meeting was  
 adjourned at 6:44 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


